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Upon secret orders from the Soviet Military Administration in Karlshorst the 
Relchsbahndirektion began making plans in September 194 for the relocation* 
exransion and overall maintenance of the telephone network in the area betwaen 
Berlin and the '.Jestern Zone bolder, the network known as the Basa system . 
'•Jhile several Peichsbahndirektionen were involved, that of Magdeburg was given 
overall responsibility for effecting the relaying of cables. The Magdeburg 
office is under President Fehse (fnu), who is a former accountant. 


2 The official reason given for the planned changes is to increase the safety or 
the system through modernization} the real reason, supposedly known only to the 
Soviet and P.eichsbahn authorities immediately concerned, is the planned discon- 
necting of the '.Je3tem Sectors of Berlin from the Beichbahn telephone network, 
thus severing direct telephone connection between these sectors and the Jestern 
Zone. 


3 » 


The Soviets originally set 1 August 1949 as the con-letlon date for the changes, 
tat this date cov'd not bo net and uas subsequently extended to 1 oeptenbor l/4v. 


4o The work schedule for the changes is divided into Stages A through Fs 


a. stage A t 

Dismantling of the present telephone central office in the Poichobahndirektion 
in Berlin ana its re installation in a newly-constructed room under the mipress 
train platform at the Schlesischer 3ahnhof. The new central office will be 
called "3asa Oaten". This ’.-jerk wa3 in progress as of August 1949. 


b. Stage B s 


For the most mart, the long-distance cables in the network run in ducts along 
the Beichsautobahnen from the various P.eichsdirelctionen to Berlin. The cables 
meet in the Brandenburger Dreieck northwest of Potsdam and run from there in 
a tr unk cable line along the railroad bed of the railroad line Grooskreua- 

’rorder-Potsdan-neufinkenkrug-Bpandau-Stadtbahn-Anhalter Bahnhof, and from the 
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.past-named to the telephone central office in the Relchsbahndirelddon 
in Berlin-SehSnebarg* Stage B xrill change this course and new cables 
will be laid to ran from the Braadenturger Dreieck, where there is a 
cable house with a booster installation,, along the Autobahn Groas-Berliner 
RiAgsfldneits in an easterly direction to Zeuth©n$ from here on the cables 
follow the railroad bed on the line KSnlgsmsterhausen-Berlin and lead via 
i raptow-SMring-Stadtbaha to th© Schlosisoher Bahnhof, where they ^©ad In- 
to the new telephone office. Thus, the cable house at Brandenburgar Dreieck 
is the most vulnerable point of the Raichsbahn long-distance cable network 
in the part of the Eastern Zone lying west of Berlin, 'fhsn all the changes 
:Ja the network are completed it will be possible to disconnect the trunk 
line to Be r lin-Schttaebe rg at the Brandenburger Dreieck, thus severing Raichs- 
bahn telephone connections between the Western Sectors of Berlin and the r Je?t « 
ern 2ono« The new Reichsbahn cable trunk line to "Basa Oaten" can be connected 
at the sane point* 

c* Stag e Ca 

Replacement of mro-out cables on the secondary sections of the network* 

This wo rk is BO percent completed. 

d» St D s 

Installation of disconnecting stations along all Autobahnen that have long- 
distance cable ducts* These stations are rooms through which the cable 
lines run, with the controls so arranged that individual cable cords or the 
whole line may be disconnected* Similar stations are being installed in each 
railroad station for disconnecting lines that run along railroad tracks,, 

This work is 70 percent completed « 

e« Stage E s 

Installation of control stations at the neazest point 1>ofore lines cross in- 
to the Western Zone* These stations are located about one kilometer" from 
the sona^ border and are in effect cable houses throng! which the lines piss 
enclosed in lead couplings* This stage has already been completed. The 
Berlinr-Btendal—Obisfelde-Ilannover-Kdln cable goes through to Sbisfoldo , 
where it leads to a cable distributing or disconnecting room* 

f<> Stag© fft 

Inspection and modernisation of the two nest important Reich sbahn long-distance 
cable junction points, Then© points, both of which have booster installations, 
are located In Hennsdorf* southeast of Erfurt, and in Dessau, This work is now 
70 percent co* related* 

5* All the cables involved in the above operations are Fupin telephone cables* 120 
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